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_-AIR SUPPORT UNIT

Related SOP(s), Form(s), Other Resource(s), and Rescinded Special Order(s):

A. Related SOP(s)

2-45 Pursuit by Motor Vehicle

B. Form(s)

None

C. Other Resource(s)

14 C.F.R. Part 61 Certlflcatlon Pilots, Flight Instructors and Ground Instructors
14 C.F.R. Part 91 General Operating and Flight Rules
Air Support Unit Operatlons Manual

D. Rescinded Special Order(s)

None

15-152-1 Purpose

The purpose of thls DO|ICV is e—Arr—Ss&peert—Uﬁmt—rs—

Fhe-Air-Suppoert-Unitis-to provide an airborne unit, utilizing medified-fixed-wing aircraft and
helicopters to perform observation patrol, and assist the ground units in apprehensions,

surveillance, searches, and calls -for -service.

1-152-2 Policy

It is the policy of the Albuquerque Police Department (Department) -to operate its aircraft in a
-safe and legal manner, in accordance with all fEederal aAviation rReqgulations. It is also the
Department’s policy-and to promote provide-for

-the public-safety-of the-citizens-of Albuquerque’s public safety through a quicka-swift
response to life threating incidents;; to

-provide professional aerial support for the ARDepartment’s units; and to-and- increase
efficiency to detect, prevent,
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1-152-4 Definition{placed-in-alphabetical orders)

Term):(definition

A

. Aircraft

Any cateqgory of flying apparatus be it “fixed-wing” (airplane) or “rotorcraft” (helicopter),
as categorized by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA).

. Aircraft Movement Area

Any area where aircraft movement is possible or probable, which includes all ramp
areas, taxiways, and runways.

. Flight Crew

A Pilot in Command (PIC) and a TFO shall be considered a standard flight crew;
however, additional personnel may be assigned to the aircraft, if needed.

Pilot in Command (Pilet}in-|I Command)

An Air Support Unit (ASU) certified Tactical Flight Officer who is an Federal-Aviation
AdministrationFAA licensed individual qualified to operate the controls of the aircraft
for which he/shethey isare in command. -The PplCilet is the sworn employee-persen
aboard the aircraft who is ultimately and -solely; responsible for its operation and
safety during flight. Department personnel shall {rrefer to the ARDDepartmentAir
SupportUnitASU Operations Manual for complete, minimum pietrequirements,
licensing, and certifications for PICilots).

Tactical Flight Officer (TFQO)

A TFO certified Air-Suppert UnitASU oOfficer thatwho is assigned to conduct visual
observation of ground activity and communicate such observations with other
officerssworn personnel and reseurcesunits working on the ground. -The TFO is-willbe
responsible for the operation and documentation of calls the aircraft responds to and
shawill do so by utilizing the equipment in the TFO station of the aircraft, such as the

-2.-
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“Inferred Camera System” (thermal imager-/-video camera) and police radio. {refertoe
the-ARPDepartment personnel shall refer to the AirSupportUnit Operations-SU
Operations Manual for complete, minimum FEOQ-requirements, licensing, and
certifications) for TFOs.-

5-2-31-152-5 —Rules and Responsibilities
A. Surveillance

—4-—Suspected criminals and known areas of criminal activity are placed underr
observation by the ASUUunit for varying lengths of time. -Individuals, vehicles,
residences, businesses, and areas can be observed and information relayed to
patrol or investigative units who can then take appropriate action.

1.
B. Searches

or wanted persons, and escapees. -The YunitASU checks various locations,
particularly remote areas, for abandoned or stolen vehicles and car stripping
activities. It also provides nighttime illumination by searchlight for crime scene or
area searches as is necessary.

1. _Ground units are assisted by the UASUunit in searching for lost children, missing

C—C. Crowd Gentrel-Management

1. The unitis-aircraft may be used to observe civil disturbances, parades, marches,
visits of dignitaries, or other events where crowd eentrol-management or

intelligence is necessary. Assistance-to-Other-Agencies

2. The TFO shawill update the Incident Commander and ground unitsassets of the
crowd’s actions, movements and demeanor.

3. If the aircraft is so equipped, the aircraft shawill transmit video of the incident to the
appropriate resourceunits via equipped downlink system.

-3-



ALBUQUERQUE POLICE DEPARTMENT
INVESHGATVE BUREAUGENERAL ORDERS

SOP 1-15 (Currently 5-2) OPA Draft 10/07/2020

——Upon approval byef the AirdritASU cChain of cCommand the aircraft may render
assistance to other agencies if requested.

D. Special Events-/-Traffic Management

1. The Air-SuppeortUnitASU may be tasked with assisting the Field Services Bureau
(FSB) or the Traffic Section —during sSpecial events or other events with traffic
management.

2. When assisting on these events, the Airflight crew shawill update ground reseurces
units with traffic conditions, movements, and any other pertinent information that
could impact the traffic flows.

3. AirerewsThe flight crew shawill provide-overtheradio- traffic re-routing

recommendations and additional options they-may-see-observe-duringflight that
mightwhich may assist FSB inre-routing-traffic-in-ordertoto -increase traffic flow
efficiency and safety.

E. E.DButy-Assignaments_ Patrol-/-Operations

I~

1. The aircraft shall go fin--serviceZ, notwithstanding any mechanical problems or

inclement weather, and assume aerial patrol responsibilities over the greater
Albuguerque mMetropolitan aArea during assigned shift times.

2. AirerewsThe flight crew shawill conduct aerial observation patrol and also provide
additional focused patrols on areas deemed as “hot spots,” or areas the
Department recognizes as having ef-high rates of crime—rates.

-4 -
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(<))

3—APRPDepartment aircraft shall not be used to transport any member of the

I~

3.
4

publicpersen from one predetermined location to another for commercial purposes
(compensation or hire). APDepartment aAircraft may, however, be utilized to
transport Ddepartment personnel in the course of Ddepartment duties, provided
such personnel are on-duty and conducting Ddepartment_or /Ceity business. -This
shall be approved by and-at-the-discretion-of- the Division-Commander-or-his
desighee—the AirdnitSU’s chain of command.

. If arequest is made to assist an agency outside the Albuguerque mMetropolitan

aArea the request shawill go through the Air-SuppertASU cChain of c€ommand for
approval prior to responding.

F. Pursuits

—1The

1.

Air-Support-SU shawill respond to calls foref active pursuits. and-o0Once Air

Suppertthe ASU has responded and confirms has-a-visual observation of en-the
pursued vehicle, the Air-SuppertUnitASU shall be the primary unit of the
authorized pursuit and shawill relay the direction of travel of the pursued vehicle to
ground units.; Pursuing ground unit(s) shall stop the motor vehicle pursuit and
provide enough distance so as not to affect the driving of the pursued vehicle, c:
Gonsistent with SOP 2-45-Pursuit by Motor Vehicle.

—1The

Air-SupportSU shall direct the pursuing ground units to provide enough distance

between themselves and the suspect’s vehicle if they haven’t already done so. ASU

shallshawill then notify the supervisor in charge of the pursuit; if ground units have fail to

provide enough distance-ifunits-are-still-followingthe-suspect-vehicle- when-distance-should

have-already beenmade. -The pursuing groundpelicefield units following-thevehicle-sshawill

be identified by the unit number on the vehicle-by Air-SupportASU-when possible.

2.

G. Response to Incidents at the Double Eagle Il Airport

1.

The ASU shall respond to incidents at the Double Eagle |l Airport, which is a

general aviation airport governed by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA).

The flight crew shall receive approval and direction from the Tower/Ground Control

into areas within the airport thatare-governed by strict access policies thatwhich
requlate vehicle, pedestrian, and aircraft movement in the runways, taxiways, and
ramp area. These policies prevent incursions between airplanes and ground
vehicles or persons.
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(<))

3. When responding to incidents requiring entry to these controlled areas (e.q.,
aircraft crashes, worksite injury incidents, ramp checks for missing aircraft,
suspicious situations involving pilots/passengers, etc.), Bepartmentsworn
personnelefficers must contact the Deuble-Eagle-Tower/Ground Control prior to
entering the access gates onto the ramp areas.

4. When responding to incidents and calls for service at the Double Eagle Il Airport,
personnel shawill not enter any aircraft movement area without prior approval from
the control-towerTower/Ground Control. -All direction from the Tower/Ground
Control eontrel-tower-and/or airport personnel shawill be followed as instructed with
no deviation. -Even-though-there-is-an-incidentattheairport,-Gground and flight
operations may continue during an incident at the airport.

5. When in an aircraftpert movement area, ASU and FSB personnel shall use
extreme care and caution shallould-be-used-at all times fdue toer inherent dangers.
Aircraft have the right of way at all times, unless otherwise directed by the
Ttower/Ground Control. -Airport properties are marked with both ground signage
and painted markings that are not easily understood if not trained. -Tower/Ground
Control-persennel shawill be able to instruct/direct emergency-personnelFSB
personnel on a safe approach either in a vehicle or on foot. FSB personnel shall
use -cGaution shalleuld-be-used-when working around or near aircraft for moving
parts and non-visible hazards, such as propellers and jet blast.

—The Emerqencv Communlcatlons Center (ECC) |mmed|atelv shawill contact The

onneklthe flight crew
mmeélaieel%wa radlo or telephone and advise of any |nC|dents at the Double Eagle
[l Airport. -Depending on the incidentln-many-cases, Air-Support UnitASY
personnelflight crew may be able to handle the incident without assistance from
FSB personnelield-Services. -CommunicationsECC shawill- attemptto-contact the
Air-Support UnitASU-eitherviaradio-ortelepheone-

6.

7. Prior to arrival, dispatched personnelynits shall attempt to make contact with tFhe
Albuguergue Police Department-Air-Support UnitASU vVia the following, in this
{and-inlisted order):

a. Hanger at 505-768-3999:
b. On BispatchECC frequencies;
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Contactthe-ASU Sergeant {aAfter hours or when there is no response at the

hanger or via radio); and
OGContactoOn-cGall ASU pPersonnel {aAfter hours or when there is no

response at the hanger or via radio.}
i. CommunicationsTthe ECC shall haves the ASU on-call roster.

8. Upon -aArrival, dBispatched units sShall:

. Engage their emergency lights when entering an aircraft movement area;-

a
b.

If available, follow the Double Eagle Il AaAirport pRPersonnel or Air-Support

C.

UnitASU mMemberpersonnel, as directed:-
Proceed with caution as directed by the Tower/Ground Controltewer or airport

personnel; and-
Remain in contact with Tower/Ground Control-tewer and airport personnel via:

i. Telephone;
i. Through-APDDepartment CommunicationsECC to Tower/Ground Ceontrol
fower;-
iii. VHF rRadio, which is {aAvailable from the AirSuppert UnitASU oOfficer at-

fErequency 120.15); and
1. Do not make any unauthorized movements without prior approval.

——Following the Peost-incident, DepartmentF SB personnelunits or ECC shall advise

towerthe Tower/Ground Control persennelwhen all units are clear from aircraft

movement areas.

G. On-Gall Call-Outs

1. The AirSuppert-UnitASU shall be available-via—“on-cal~status-subject to call--outs
when not on regular duty times for the following, but not limited to:
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a. Surveillance for fEelonious activities with existential-circumstancesexigent
circumstances or high profile conditions in which AirSuppertASU coverage is
needed for Department personnel officersafety (e.9., this-includes
susurveillance on itndividuals, vehicles, residences, businesses, etc.):-

b. Searches for lost children, missing or wanted persons, perimeter searches for
felons, and escapees. -The AirUnitASU may also be called out to assist with
Search & Rescue missions provided conditions are safe to do so;-

c. Crowd CentrelmManagement to assist in civil disturbances, parades, marches,
dignitary visits or any event where crowd eentrel-management intelligence is
needed; or-

d. Atthe discretion of the Division-Commander-or-Deputy-ChiefASU-Uunit

Lieutenant or cGommand sStaff.

2—The Air-SuppertunitASU shawll not be called out for mMisdemeanor events,

(unless a special circumstance is presented). erfalls-underparagraph-d—ofthis

|!\>

3. Flight crews may be held over for calls {meeting-sectiont-eriteria)-provided such a

hold over does not constitute a safety hazard or exceed any limits, consistent with
as-setforth-by-the-FfFederal AaAviation Administration RrRegulations (14 C.F.R.
Part 91 General Operating and Flight Rules).

4. In all cases, the-Air ASUUnit Supervisor{Sergeant) shawill be responsible for
determining if a flight crew shawill be held over, or if a crew shalleuld be called out.
from-heme—Approval for flight crew call-outs shawill be based upon the available
resources, weather, and the conditions of the area of the call. -Final decision for the
call-out response shawill be determined by the AirUnitASU Supervisor-Sergeant
and ultimately the “RPiletin-Command”P|C for the mission.

a. The AirUnit-SU Superviser{Sergeant) shawill be notified for all Air-SuppertSU
PiletaAireraft-call-outs. —Requests for Air-Suppert-UnitASU assistance during
off--duty hours shawill only be done after obtaining approval from the Air
UnitASU Supervisor-Sergeant or Aacting superviserSSergeant.

b. If tFhe AirUnitASU Superviser-Sergeant cannot be reached, then-the Section
AirUnitASU Lieutenant or Division-Commander-command staff shawill be
contacted {in that order).

5. The AirbnitSU Supervisor-Sergeant shawill ensure that a current “ZON-CALL
LISFon-call list with contact numbers of current on-call ASU staff is willalways-be

on file with APB-Dispateh{Controlthe ECC.
H Area-of- Assignment
The Ajr.S Unit will b inthe_air I 1 :
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